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English Language Arts: Writing
Item Information and Scoring Guide 

Ref er ence Sheet,
Writing Prompt and Learning Results,

Scoring Guide and Training Notes,
and Student Responses

NOTE:  Each student’s total writing score is based on a response to the writing prompt and the reading/
     writing response item. (Refer to page C-66 for scoring information.)
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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how the Maine Ed u ca tion al 
Assessment (MEA) writing prompt is scored. These pages contain the prompt ac com pa nied 
by the following information.

• Learning Results: the content standards, followed by the performance indicators, that 
the item measured

• Writing Scoring Guide: the ten-point description used to determine the score, divided 
into two parts. Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing (Topic Idea Development) are 
scored on a six-point scale, and Standard English Conventions are scored on a four-point 
scale.

• Student Responses: 

– one sample of student work for each score point value (6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1), scored for 
Topic Idea Development 

– one sample of student work for each score point value (4, 3, 2, 1), scored for Standard 
English Conventions

– one exemplar of student work that received the highest possible score points for both 
Topic Idea Development (6 points) and Standard English Conventions (4 points)
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Writing Prompt
Learning Results: F-1, G-2, G-4
Standard English ConventionsStandard English Conventions
F     Students will write and speak correctly, using conventions of standard written and spoken 

English.  Students will be able to
1        edit written work for Standard English spelling and usage, evidenced by pieces that 

  show and contain
          •   no signifi cant errors in the use of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives.
          •   few signifi cant errors in the use of adjective forms (e.g., comparative, su per la tive), 

       adverbial forms, prepositions, and prepositional phrases.
          •   attention to the proper use of conjunctions.
          •   no signifi cant errors in the spelling of common, frequently used words, and attention 

       to the correct spelling of commonly misspelled words and less common words.
          •   no signifi cant errors in the common conventions of capitalization (e.g., proper 

       nouns, names, titles) and attention to the less common capitalization conventions
       (e.g., cap i tal iz ing the names of nationalities).

          •   no signifi cant errors in the use of ending punctuation marks, few signifi cant errors in
       the com mon uses of commas, and attention to the proper use of the colon, semicolon, 
       hyphen, dash, apostrophe, and quotation marks.

Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing and Speaking Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing and Speaking 
G    Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore 

ideas, to present lines of thought, to represent and refl ect on human experience, and to 
communicate feelings, knowledge, and opinions.  Students will be able to

2        write stories that include major events, develop settings, and deal with problems and 
  solutions.

G    Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore 
ideas, to present lines of thought, to represent and refl ect on human experience, and to 
communicate feelings, knowledge, and opinions.  Students will be able to

4        write essays and deliver oral presentations which identify a clear topic and reliably 
  support that topic.

Write about an important lesson that children should learn.

Writing Prompt and Learning Results
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Training Notes for Writing Prompt

Student Responses Scored for Topic Idea Development 

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 Paper—page B-8 Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 Paper—page B-8 
This is an example of a richly developed essay. The writer presents her emotions in relevant and 
effective details that build to form a strong overall effect. The tone of the piece is personal, as we can 
see in lines such as “They won. I lost. Simple as that. After this I usually stormed off to the safety of 
my bedroom and balled my eyes out…” Use of language is sophisticated—short, choppy sentences 
are used for a particular purpose and achieve a planned effect.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 5 Paper—page B-11 Topic Idea Development Score Point 5 Paper—page B-11 
This essay fully develops the idea that “names do hurt.” The writer develops details that support a 
strong sense of personal experience. Voice is very clear in this fi rst-person narrative. Tone and style 
emerge in clear examples of experience, and this quality engages the reader. Language is used 
effectively throughout.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 4 Paper—page B-13 Topic Idea Development Score Point 4 Paper—page B-13 
This essay is well developed and contains pertinent details that support the topic. The writer conveys 
a sense of earnestness, the effect of which is a consistent quality of voice.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 3 Paper—page B-15 Topic Idea Development Score Point 3 Paper—page B-15 
There are just enough details in this essay to achieve moderate topic development. For the most 
part, the writing remains focused, and the writer attempts to add variety in use of language.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 2 Paper—page B-16 Topic Idea Development Score Point 2 Paper—page B-16 
This essay has little topic development, and a shift of focus reveals little control of organization. Details 
are very general. Variety in language is limited, and this fl aw adds to the essay’s limited overall effect. 
A noticeable narrative approach adds some quality of voice.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 1 Paper—page B-17 Topic Idea Development Score Point 1 Paper—page B-17 
This response has little topic development, few details, and simplistic language. The piece is organized with 
a beginning, middle, and end, but the writer misses the opportunity to include supporting details.

Student Responses Scored  for Standard English Conventions

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4 Paper—page B-18Standard English Conventions Score Point 4 Paper—page B-18
Control of conventions is demonstrated in text that is complex and engaging to the reader.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 3 Paper—page B-21Standard English Conventions Score Point 3 Paper—page B-21
Errors do not interfere with communication, and there are few errors relative to the length and 
complexity of the essay. 

Standard English Conventions Score Point 2 Paper—page B-22Standard English Conventions Score Point 2 Paper—page B-22
There are noticeable errors in sentence formation and mechanics; but overall, ideas are communicated 
with reasonable clarity.
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Standard English Conventions Score Point 1 Paper—page B-23Standard English Conventions Score Point 1 Paper—page B-23
Sentence formation errors and errors in mechanics in simplistic text reveal that the writer has little 
control of Standard English conventions.

Exemplar Student Response Paper—page B-24 

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6Topic Idea Development Score Point 6
This is a richly developed piece of writing with vivid details and effective use of language. Use 
of metaphor and simile is effective: “stress is a hurdle” and “the sun is . . . like blades of fi re.” 
The distinctive tone and voice are set through effective inclusion of personal experience.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4Standard English Conventions Score Point 4
The writer shows control of Standard English conventions in text that is engaging and complex.
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Student Responses for Topic Idea Development Score Points 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Student Responses for Standard English Conventions Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Student Exemplar for Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 and Standard English 
Conventions Score Point 4
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